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CHAPTER VII

TENDIMUS IN PATRIAM

The song of all both high and low
To some blest vision true . . .

The song of Kings of Kingdoms when
They rise above their Sfortunes men
And crown themselyes anew—

The song of courage, heart anc will
And gladness in a fight . . .

And song of some at holy war

With spell and ghouls more dread by far
Than deadly seas and cities are

Or hordes of quarrelling Kings.

RALPH HobGsoN: The Song of Honour.

THE retinue was large. Don Luigi Cattaneo was the chaplain ;
Giovanni Battista Bono, a doctor, who conducted the expedi-
tion; del Turco, his old tutor, went with him. To Ghizoni,
his special valet, who had never left him since boyhood, he
said good-bye at Mantua, and left him weeping his heart out :
other servants now replaced him. There were many others
besides these, and Rodolfo came in the carriage as far as the
river. There Aloysius said good-bye to him, but scarcely
spoke. On the boat, one of his gentlemen said that Rodolfo
must be delighted at succeeding thus to the Marquisate :
‘Not half so glad,’ repeated Aloysius, ‘as I am to have got
rid of it!” Down the wide river they sailed to Ferrara to say
good-bye to the Duke, Alfonso &’Este, who had married his
kinswoman Margherita Gonzaga. Turning his back on that
tremendous and tragic castle, destined now to so short a life
before the Popes seized the duchy, he made for Bologna,
intending to visit first the Grand Duke of Tuscany at Florence,
and to go thus to Loreto, to fulfil his mother’s vow, made at
his birth. It is true that she had been dispensed from it
but he wished none the less to prove his gratitude for the care
that God had shown him ever since childhood. However,
at the frontiers of Tuscany, at a place called Pietra Mala, he
Wwas turned back, as being unable to prove he had not passed
through spots that were plague-stricken. The escort insisted,
making the most of the Gonzaga name: useless: they
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Frontispiece

The woodcut, by Mr. Eric KEgN-
NINGTON, symbolises the Vocation
of Aloysius Gonzaga. The Saint,
a man of bronze, kneels on a rock
amid the swirl of things; but the
bronze lives, thrilled by the deluge
of the Holy Ghost. Aloysius has
to respond in his own way to
Christ, who, though He was God,
abdicated the external homage due
to God, taking a servant’s form,
and “humbling Himself” even to

a death upon a cross. Aloysius,
with all his will, responds. The
strain is still seen as terrific:
peace is not yet consummated: but
victory will be absolute.
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