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TO THE READER.

Farnen Virerrros Cepary, the author of this Life,
was cotemporary with Saint Aloysius, and enjoyed the
advantage of spending several years with him in the
Roman College of the Society of Jesus. A long and
familiar intercourse with the Saint afforded him time and
opportunity of knowing and appreciating the sanetity of
this admirable youth., He was, moreover, remarkable
for gravity and virtue. He relates with simplicity what
he saw and knew; and wrote under the eyes of a thon-
‘sand witnesses, who, as well as himself, were guarantees
of the truth of all he advances, however extraordinary
it may appear. Few histories then can be said to pre-

" sent an equal degree of certainty and -authenticity, even

in the least of its circumstances.

The devotion to Saint Aloysius has become so general,
espiecially amongst young persons, and so many have
expressed a desire of having his Life re-printed, that we
consider ourselves performing a task grateful to the
public, by presenting a new edition of a work so edify-
ing and so interesting. The errors and inaccuracies of
former editions are here corrected, while the substance
and spirit of the original are preserved.

Such is the work which is now dedicated to the publie,
and particularly to those young persons, who, amidst the
almost universal deluge of vice and infidelity, still pre-
serve respect for religion and a love of virtue. Chris
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TO THE READER.

tian youth, talke then this little book, and peruse it with |
attention. It is to you, in particular, that His Holiness
Benedict the XIIIth proposes Aloysius Gonzaga, as a
perfect model of Innocence and Sanetity, by appointing
him your Special Patron. He is a saint of your own
age, who performed the duties which you now have to
perform, and who sanctified himself by doing what you
do at w,_.mmmun Read, then, and learn from him to pre-
serve, even in the midst of the world, an angelic inno-
cence and purity ; learn to combine the most lively and
affectionate piety with the most constant application, and
the most brilliant success. Read, and see how he
learned to unite with the most tender and respectful love
of his parents, inflexible firmmess in pursuing the way
in which God had called himn: cbserve the esteem in
which he held the observance of silence and reeollection,

‘obedience and humility, mildness and charity. ~Leam

from his example, that sanctity belongs to every age,
and to every state of life; that you may aim at it, and
atfain it, even from Childhood; in College, as well as
in your parents’ house; in the highest as well as in the
lowest condition of life. In fine, let the life of your
amiable Patron teach you how important it is to give
yourself early to God, and the loss you must sustain by
spending in dissipation and folly, an age in which virtue
and sanctity may merit eternal crowns of glory.
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THE LIFE

oF

S. ALOYSIUS GONZAGA.

BOOK L.~

Saint Aloysius Gonzaga, prince of the house
of Mantua, was son of Ferdinand, Marquis of
Chatillion in Lombardy, and of Martha de Tane,
a lady descended from one of the best families of
Quiers in Piedmont. They were married at the
court of Spain, in the reign of H;.EG 11. and of his
queen, Isabella; Ferdinand being in great favour
with the king, and Martha enjoying a distinguish-
ed place in the queen’s household. 'This marriage
was remarkable for being the first that was cele-
brated in Spain eonformably to the decrees of the
Couneil of Trent, which had lately been received
in that kingdom; and we may believe that this

fortunate cireumstanee contributed not a little to -

draw down those extraordinary blessings, with
which God was pleased to honour so holy an alli-

ance. y

The chief froit of these blessings was Saint
Aloysius, born at Chatillion, whither the prince
and princess had retived from court. God mani-
fested upon this occasion, that so fine a gift came
more immediately from the hand of his providence
than that of mature; for the marchioness was so
1+
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108 HYMN TO ST. ALOYSIUS GONZAGA.

2 Charm’d with the Deity alone,

Terrestrial pursuits he forsakes,
And ere yet half to manhood grown,
His virgin vows to Mary makes. .
Chorus. Amiable, &e.

e —— e ———

3 Bo faithful to internal light,
Or an incarnate angel, he
The tenor of his life bright,

- Or soul imbodied seems to be.

: Qﬁnnﬁm. Amiable, de.

4 No titles him, nor hoanours move,
No worldly charms his mind allure ; -
The ties of blood but serve to prove
His soul on every side secure.
Chorus, Amiable, &e, L TR

6 Enamom’d of celestial joys,
~_ Let pride and wealth my choice withstand.
I scorn their gifts, they are but toys,
He said, and joins Loyola’s band.
Chorus. Amiable, &e.

#

6 To gain perfection’s utmost height,
He tries, nor was his trial vain,
Of sanctity a model bright,
He stands a mirror clear of stain.
Chorus. Amiable, &e. 3 53 Y

7 To Jesus’ venerable name
May endless love and praise accrue,
To all the Trinity the same:
To Aloysius honour due.
Chorus. Amiable, &c.

DEVOTION TO ST. ALOYSIUS. .

]
—

The Devout Client’s Address to St. Aloysius.

Aneriican youth, Aloysius, by the particular
appointment of God’s Vicar upon earth, patron of
those who apply to studies; thou who hast illus
trated the church by a holy contempt of an earthly
principality, but more by the innocence of thy man-
ners, sanctity of thy life, and glory of thy miracles,
allow me from this day to choose and adopt thee
patron and protector of my life and studies, firmly
resolved to follow the example and pattern, as well
of piety, as of industry, thou hast set before me.
For the love thou hast for Christ cracified, and his
most blessed Mother, receive me as thy client and
obedient servant, aid and assist me in the pursuit of
virtue and learning. Nourish and increase in me a
purity of body and mind; turn off the snares laid
against my chastity ; ward and defend me against
the dangers of the world; inspire my heart with a
true and filial confidence in the ever blessed Virgin
Mary, the Mother of good counsel ; govern and di-
rect me in my choice of a state of life, and let the
grace of God be my perpetual defence against all

mortal sin; that as thou always didst live in a state

of purity and integrity truly angelical, so, assisted by

thy patronage, and aided by the grace of God, T

may live chastely and holily in this world, and de-
serve to be associated with thee and joined to the
company of the Angels in Heaven. Amen.
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114 THE NOVENA TO

with so many wings, did the angelical youth Aloy-
sius fly to that height of perfection, as to resemble
in some manner the very angels themselves.

A PRAYER. :
T be said each Sunday, after the siz Oﬁ Mwmun._.m and
Hail Marys, &c., and as often, Glory be to the Fa-
ther, &c. _ “ )

AncEricaL youth, most loving protector and
powerful advocate, Aloysius! as thy most un-
worthy servant and client, yet sensible of the favour
thou enjoyest with God, the just reward of thy
merit, [ humbly prostrate myself before the throne
of thy glory. 1 rejoice from my soul not only for
the renown of thy name, illustrious upon earth by
frequent and glorious prodigies ; but also am over-
joyed for the sublime pre-eminence, with which
God has been pleased to crown thy virtues in

. heaven. Praise and glory be to the most sacred
Trinity, who embellished thy soul with a most
admirable innocence, and with so many most heroie
virtues. Blessed be the eternal Father, who is well
pleased in Fwnnm his adoptive child, adorned with so
singular prerogatives. Blessed be God the Son,
who sees in thee so pure and so abundant fruit of
his precious blood and passion. Blessed be the
Holy Ghost, who resided in thee after a particular
manner, and inflamed thy heart with an ardent love
and charity. By these so singular favours: by thy
innocence and penance equally admirable; by that
love of God, which burned in thy breast; by his
love for thee, and by the unspeakable bliss and hap-
piness thou enjoyest in heaven, give me leave in a
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suppliant manner to entreat thy goodness to obtain
for me a true contrition and repentance, an unde-
filed purity of heart, and a conscience free from sin
and all offence of God. Be thou ever present to
mej protect and defend me, as well in life as in
death, when my weakness will stand most in need
of, and eall for, thy powerful assistance. Let me
also, my dear and indulgent patron, most earnestly
beg the particular grace of N. N. which I confident-
1y hope to obtain through thy holy intercession.

O Queen of Heaven, Virgin Mother! who so
much lovedst Aloysius, intercede with thy only
begotten Son, that under thy patronage some weight
may be added to my poor ard unworthy prayers:
grant this my request, founded not on my own,
which are none, but the merits of St. Aloysius. O
most holy Virgin! may all know and be sensible,
that thon wouldst have Aloysius honoured and re-
spected, and that, as a true mother, thou embracest
such as have recourse to his proteetion and patron-
age. May the number of the faithful, who honour
thee, O queen of angels! and the angelical Aloy-
sius here on earth, be daily increased, and may
they yel more praise and glorify you both in heaven
for all eternity. Amen.

NOVENA TO ST. ALOYSIUS.

" The first prayer of this novena is found page 114, begin-
vam.. .%H_.%..&mnm. ‘youth, h&wumum. dre., msm say the %&.
lwing prayer.

I acknowLEDGE, O eternal God! that all things
1 have, or can possess, come from thy merciful
goodness I adore all thy divine perfections. 1







